Welcome!
2019 Broad Brook School
Kindergarten Orientation

Tonight’s Agenda
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introductions
Health and attendance
Safety and security
Broad Brook School
The Kindergarten Day
Home/school
communication
– Parent portal

• The First Few Days of
School

Broad Brook School
Health Office
Christie Michaud R.N.
Mystica Davis LPN

Medical Requirements
•

In order to start Kindergarten,
children must have a physical exam
within the last year, completed on a
CT blue form, and be up to date with
all immunizations required by the
State of Connecticut.

•

Please complete a pink Health
History update at the beginning of
each school year. Your signature on
this form gives us permission to treat
your child using our school medical
director’s standing orders.

Medical Updates
Please bring documentation of
additional immunizations or new
diagnoses that the nurse should be
aware of.
If your child has surgery, an ER visit or
significant injuries or illnesses, please
bring a doctor’s note when s/he
returns with activity restrictions or
other instructions so the nurse will
know how to best help him/her during
the school day.

School Absence
Please call the school before 9am if your child
will be absent.
You may leave a voicemail 24 hours/day at 860623-2433.
State your child’s name, teacher & reason for
absence.
Should your child be absent without notifying
the school or arrives at school after 9:05 AM,
you will receive a school messenger stating
that your child is not is school.
A written note must be sent with your child on
the day s/he returns to excuse the absence.
After 4 unexcused absences in a month or 9
in a year you will be contacted to meet with
Mr. Ryan and Mrs. Gage, Director of Nursing,
to discuss how we can support your family.

Reportable Diseases
•

In your school handbook, you will
find a list of communicable
diseases, along with guidelines for
returning to school.

•

Please let us know if your child has
a contagious illness, as it helps us
to detect patterns of illness in our
community. All health information
is confidential.

•

If your child is ill with a fever or
vomiting, he/she should not return
to school until at least 24 hours
after the symptoms have subsided.

Emergency Information
Please be sure your child’s emergency
information form is submitted on the
first day of school through the parent
portal.
We must have accurate information in case
we need to reach you.
Notify the office immediately if there are
any changes. This will avoid delays in
reaching you.
You must list two people, other than
parents, who live close by and could be
contacted in case of illness or injury.

Medication
• If your child will need medication
during the school day, an
“Authorization for Medication”
form must be completed by a
licensed practitioner and signed
by you.
• Children may never transport
medication to school, including
cough drops.
• All medication must be brought
directly to the school nurse by an
adult.

Allergies
Please let us know if your
child has any severe allergies,
such as to foods like peanuts
or to beestings, so that we
can talk with you on an
individual basis and create a
plan for your child to keep
him or her safe in school.

We look forward to
seeing your child
in September!

BBS and EWHS Community Based Health Center
HS phone:860-623-3361 x 7220 BBS phone: 860-623-2433 x5155
After hours or on weekends call your pediatrician or Community Health Center at 860-347-6971 for 24 hour answering service.

Services Provided:
– Treatment and follow-up of minor illnesses and injuries.
– Prescription and/or dispensing of medication for treatment
– Routine checkups and immunizations if needed.
– Annual health history and review of immunizations.
– Health education program for children/parents.
– Nutrition counseling
– Assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of social and emotional problems.
– Risk reduction and early intervention services
– Referrals for primary care providers
– Case management, outreach and advocacy with school and social services agencies.
– No out of pocket cost for medical or behavioral health services
– Accept all health insurance plans.
Staff: Nydia Gonzalez, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC
Email: gonzaln@chc1.com

A Parent’s Guide to Safety
and Security in the East
Windsor Public Schools

Presidential Policy 8 -

Signed by the president in 2011 – describes the nation’s
approach to preparedness in 5 areas:
1. Prevention – actions meant to avoid or stop an incident
2. Protection – actions meant to protect people and property
3. Mitigation – reducing chance an incident will occur

4. Response – how we address an incident
5. Recovery – how we get back to “business as usual”

What Does that Really Mean?
That just means that schools are required to plan how we will think about
safety
Before
During
After
This can be any kind of situation including severe weather, loss of water or
power, spills in the chemistry labs, medical issues, safety issues or a variety of
other things
We work with our police department to help make decisions about security
plans.

BEFORE

The Prevention, Protection and
Mitigation really refers to what we
do before any incident has
occurred. These are meant to

We do these in our own homes
every day.
Some examples of how families
prevent, protect and mitigate
include:

reduce the chance of something

• check to make sure candles are
out

happening.

• repair leaks
• have outside lights on in the
evening
• get dental cleanings
• have security systems or dogs

• schedule annual physicals….

What “before” looks like in schools…

Make plans (these are required by
law)

Nursing makes sure immunization
requirements are met

We train our staff about our plans

Parking lots are sanded when it’s icy

We ask our families to provide
current contact information

We inspect our buildings

Board of Education writes policy
We make ongoing repairs

We do drills with the students
We teach our Social Emotional
Competency lessons

We establish a safe school climate

DURING

The Response is what happens
during an issue.

We have a response plan for
incidents that occur at home
•

We chase the dog when it gets
loose

•

We use the gas can if the car
runs out of gas

•

We shut off the valve if the sink
leaks

What “during” looks like in schools…

We use our plans to respond to a
variety of issues.

Some of these plans involve

We don’t share these so that our
security measures aren’t able to be
worked around.

Lock down

We work with police, fire, EMS, town
hall, and district staff works together

Secure Building (we used to call it
Lock in)
Shelter in place

Secure Building, Lock down, Shelter in
Place
•

These reflect the state of the building – not the incident we are addressing

•

This language is know by First Responders and we update as
recommended by best practice
we need to be able to communicate quickly and efficiently with police,
fire and others in case of emergency

•

We use this language with students so it’s part of every day – just like fire
drills

Some reason we may use those…

An accident outside the school so everyone remains inside

Chemicals spill in the chemistry lab or the custodial closet
Someone is having a medical issue and needs privacy

Someone in one of our buildings isn’t following directions from staff

AFTER

 The Recovery is what we do
following an incident of any kind

At home we recover by:
Mopping the floor

Washing the dog
Going to the doctor
Explaining consequences to our
children
Calling the insurance company

How “after” looks in schools…

After any incident, we try to get staff
and students back to their regular
schedule as quickly as possible.
At times there are things that need
to be put in place following a
situation of any type.

Administrators meet to discuss how
we responded and discuss changes
We may need to clean
Counseling may be provided to
students
We communicate with parents

Communication
FERPA – Federal Education Records
Protection Act

Protects privacy of student education
records
Educational records are broadly
defined as records that are directly
related to a student and maintained
by an educational agency
Includes but not limited to:
•

Academic information

•

Health information

•

Discipline information

 School districts and school-based staff
are prohibited from sharing information
related to students, including discipline
information, under FERPA.
 This means that we cannot share much
information about why we use our
security measures
 The individual staff or district as a whole
would be violating a federal regulation

We also don’t share our security
procedures. This would put students and
staff at risk in the future.

We realize it can create anxiety when the schools
implement security procedures.
Please ask your child’s principal or the superintendent's
office if you have questions.
Please understand – we may not be able to provide the
information you would like but we will provide as much as
we can.

Thank you for your ongoing support
and understanding.

Have a wonderful school year!!!

Broad Brook School
• School hours are 9:05 AM-3:40 PM
• Arrival begins at 8:45 AM.
• Handbooks
• Available on school website. If you need a hard copy
please contact the main office.
• Contains information about the school as well as rules and
regulations.
• School Resources
• Special Education
• Intervention services
• Counseling

• PTO
• Tracy Ryan, President, and Jen Blanchard, Vice President.
• Family events and fundraisers
• Meetings – ALL ARE WELCOME!
–
–
–
–
–

September 12, 2019 7:00 PM at BBS
November 14, 2019 at 7:00 PM at EWMS
January 9, 2020 at 7:00 PM at BBS
March 12, 2020 at 7:00 PM at EWMS
May 14, 2020 at 7:00 PM at BBS

Parent Volunteers
• Parent/family volunteers are
welcome.
• Background checks required. See
link on Parent page of website.
• The classroom teacher will create
a volunteer schedule.
• Classroom volunteers start after
the first month of school and are
needed for the October field trip.
• PTO and SGC great ways to get
involved.

Family Resource Center (FRC)
• Mrs. Kate Mable is the Director of the Family
Resource Center
• Provides Before and After School Child Care
and summer programming
• To arrange for programming, please call the
FRC office. 860-627-9741

The First Few Days of School

• September 4th – Popsicles with the Principals
o 5:30 PM at the BBS playground. Meet new friends, enjoy a popsicle
and play.
• September 3-9th
o Teachers will meet 1-1 with your child to administer an individual
screening. The screening is a tool to provide the classroom teacher
with information to begin instruction.
• September 9th - Practice bus ride
o Meet at 10:30 in the front circle.

• The first day of Kindergarten is September 10.
o Teachers will meet the children in the gym for the first few days.
o Make sure tags are attached to backpacks.
o Parents are not allowed in the building. Staff will greet your child and
escort to their teacher.
• PTO meeting – Thursday, September 12th at 7:00 PM at BBS
• Open House is Thursday, September 26th from 6:00-7:00 PM

The Kindergarten Day
• Activity Time
• Morning Meeting
• Reading Workshop: Shared reading,
Mini-lesson, Literacy Centers, and
Independent Reading
• Word Study: Phonics and Phonemic
Awareness
• Writer’s Workshop: Mini-lesson,
Interactive Writing and Independent
Writing Practice
• Math Workshop: Mini-lesson and
centers
• Snack/Quiet time
• Specials: Art, Gym, Music, and Library
• Breakfast, Lunch and Recess
– Monthly menus sent home
– More information on cost and
logistics were sent home in
August.

Your child will need:
• A regular sized backpack
• An extra set of clothing in case of an accident
– Update with the seasons
– Label all clothing

• A smock for art and messy projects
• Winter gear
– Label all items

• Nutritious snack and drink
• Please leave all toys at home unless requested by the teacher.
• Lunch or milk money
– Students may only purchase milk at lunch time.
– Pre-pay online through the school website. Information was mailed
home this summer.
– All money sent into school must be in an envelope with your child’s
name and the purpose written on it.

Home and School Communication
•

•

•

•

•

•

Parent Portal
• Information about the class.
• Report card.
• Calendar and notices
Home/school communication folder
• Check each afternoon for important information
• Keep completed work at home
Notes to teacher
• Place in the home/school folder
• Best way to communicate with the teacher
Email
• All staff have email and check it daily.
• Email addresses available on the district website.
Voice mail
• During the school day the secretary will transfer calls to voice mail.
• Teacher will provide mailbox number so you can leave messages before or after the school day.
District/school website
• www.eastwindsork12.org

Homework
• Homework is assigned
monthly.
• Goal is to provide practice
of skills taught during the
school day.
• Please communicate with
your child’s teacher if your
child has any difficulty
completing the homework.

Reading, writing and math
How can you help your child at home?
• Read to and with your child
• Engage your child in conversations about
books and movies
• Read environmental print
• Use new vocabulary
• Play educational games
• Practice sorting, counting and measuring.
• Count with 1-1 correspondence, touching
each item as counted.
• Introduce and practice numbers 1-10.
• Write using upper and lowercase letters
• Practice writing your child’s name
• Encourage your child to communicate
through writing.

Before you leave:
• Principals, teachers and the School Based Health
center are available to answer any questions.
• Mrs. Murphy is available to schedule your child’s
screening.

